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not be less than 15,000 men. Supplying this force from the open beach or from Masonborough Inlet at this season of the year is, I think, very uncertain. If we had continued the landing begun on the 25th it would have, from bad weather, taken three days to get the men all ashore. I may add that at the time we were at Fort Fisher the "Tallahassee," an ironclad, and another small armed vessel were reported in the Cape Fear River, and would suggest that if the navy is able to silence Fort Fisher so that it cannot interfere with an assault on shore, it would also be able to send some vessels past Fort Fisher, in case another attempt was made, to prevent troops being annoyed by the fire of those vessels.
C. B. COMSTOCK, Lieutenant Colonel and Aide-de-Camp
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From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, Jan. 2, 1865
PLEASE send Maj. Gen. Terry to City Point to see me this moming-                                         U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen.
From General Grant
Head Quarters Armies of the United States, CITY POINT, VA., January 2nd, 1865
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, Com'd. Dept. Va. & N.C. SPECIAL ORDERS, No. S
1.   EIGHT thousand infantry, with two batteries of artillery (without horses) from the 24th and 25th Army Corps will be got in immediate readiness to embark on transports, with orders to report to Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, at Savannah, Georgia.
2.   They will be provided with four days' cooked rations in haversacks.
3.   The troops and artillery of the late expedition against Wilmington, having experience in embarking and disembarking, will be selected, and to make up the balance of the eight thousand, good and tried soldiers of the 2nd Brig. 1st Division 24th Army Corps will be taken.
4.   Brevet Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry, U. S. V., is assigned to the command of these forces.
5.   Every practicable precaution will be observed to prevent information of any movement of troops getting to the enemy.
By Command of Lieut. General GRANT
T. S. BOWERS, Asst. Adjt. Gen'l.